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Benefits of a Pre-K Experience

2

Students who are given the advantage of attending 
a Pre-K program develop much needed emotional, 
academic, and social skills they may otherwise 
lack when entering kindergarten.



Benefits of CSD Kickstart Program 
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❏ A Pre-K experience immediately preceding the start of 
kindergarten

❏ An opportunity for students to “catch-up” to peers with 
formal Pre-K experience

❏ A chance for children to experience a structured setting
❏ Support in developing critical early literacy skills



Student Selection

First preference was given to students who…
❏ Did not have a traditional pre-school experience
❏ Had not experienced a structured learning 

environment
❏ Received a level 3 (needs more instruction) rating 

on their Kindergarten entry screening
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Kindergarten Screening

Kindergarten teachers use various tools to assess:

▰ Visual Motor Readiness

▰ Math Readiness

▰ Language Arts Readiness

Children earn an overall score from 1 to 3

1 = Readiness Good

2 = Readiness Satisfactory

3 = Needs More Instruction 5



Program Overview
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❏ 3 Weeks: July 9th through 26th 
❏ 4 Days a Week: Monday through Thursday
❏ Time: 8:15 AM - 11:15 AM 
❏ Location: Glenside Elementary
❏ 36 students and 4 teachers participated
❏ Program Cost: $8,953.08, funded by federal 

Ready to Learn Grant



Content Covered

❏Math: Numbers and Shapes 
❏ Reading & Writing: Colors, 

Letter Recognition, and Word 
Recognition, Calendar 
Activities 

❏ Technology: Daily iPad use 
7



Theme Weeks

❏Favorites Week
❏Beach Week
❏ Goofy Glenside Week
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“ The Kickstart program was awesome!!! I hope 
it's a regular program from now on. What a 
wonderful idea and a great opportunity for the 
children! On the first day of school, [my 
daughter] felt confident about the school, saw 
a few friendly faces, and was comfortable. -
Glenside Parent
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Parent Feedback



“ It really was very beneficial for 
[my daughter] in preparing her 
and calming her fears about it. 
She learned a lot in such a short 
amount of time. -Myers Parent

10



“ Just wanted to say thank you for 
doing the program, it made our 
kindergarten transition very 
smooth, he ran to the yard!
-Glenside Parent
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Next Steps

12

To determine the impact of the program, we will…
❏ Compare student pre-screening and post-screening 

knowledge
❏ Collect qualitative data from teachers to measure 

social and emotional readiness for Kindergarten
❏ Continue to monitor academic data such as letter 

and number recognition, colors, etc. 
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THANKS!
Any questions?


